SVIAZ-EXPOCOMM’2009 INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION 





      www.sviaz-expocomm.ru 

IN THE FOCUS OF ATTENTION OF THE STATE AND PROFESSIONAL COMMUNITY

May 12-15 Sviaz-Expocomm’2009, the 21st International Exhibition for Telecommunications, Control Systems, IT and Communication Services was successfully held at Expocentre Fairgrounds. It was the largest exhibition in Russia and Eastern Europe featuring the world’s achievements in the field of telecommunications, information handling and computer technologies.

EXHIBITION IN FIGURES AND FACTS

Total exhibition space: 24,200 sqm
Participating countries: 22 

Austria, Belarus, Belgium, Canada, China, the Czech Republic, France, Germany, Hungary, India, Israel, Italy, Latvia, the Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Russia, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates and the USA
Participating companies: 445  

Russian:               
294 

Professional visitors:
27,000 

Official support:    

· The Ministry of Telecommunications and Mass Communications of the Russian Federation 
· The Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Russian Federation 
Exhibition organizers:

  
· Expocentre, Russia

· E. J. Krause & Associates, Inc. (USA) 
· With the assistance of EUROEXPO, Russia 

The Exhibition was held under the auspices of: 

· the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Russian Federation 
· the Moscow City Government 

The Sviaz-Expocomm Exhibition carries the official label of UFI – the Global Association of the Exhibition Industry and the official label of RUEF – the Russian Union of Exhibitions and Fairs. 
THE EVENT’S SPECIAL FEATURES: NATIONAL PAVILIONS 

	  
	BITKOM – German Pavilion
Official presentation of Germany, sponsored by the Federal Ministry of Economy and Technology, organized by the German Association of Exhibition Industry (AUMA) and with the support of BITKOM 
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	CCPIT – Pavilion of China organized by the CCPIT Subcommittee of the Electrical and Info-Communications Industry 
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Korea Trade-Investment
Promotion Agency





	KOTRA – Pavilion of Korea organized by the Commercial Department of the Korea Embassy in the Russian Federation  
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	TEEMA – Pavilion of Taiwan organized under the aegis of the Taiwan Association of Electronics and Electrical Equipment Manufacturers


RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT MEMBERS VISIT THE EXHIBITION

At the official opening ceremony of Sviaz-Expocomm’2009 Sergei Sobyanin, Deputy Prime Minister of the Russian Federation, welcomed the event organizers and exhibitors on behalf of Dmitry Medvedev, President of the Russian Federation, saying that during its lifetime the Svyaz-Expocomm Exhibition had gained authority and become one of the largest shows featuring communications industry achievements, information handling and computer technology developments. It was the event demonstrating advanced scientific achievements; offering a platform to exchange innovations, conclude beneficial contracts, and propose solutions to a wide range of related problems. The mass communications industry is considered to be one of the leaders of modern technological advance, and expositions of such a scale promote broader international co-operation and application of advanced developments to the economy. 

On his own behalf Sergei Sobyanin added that the exhibition allowed summarizing work to be done by companies in the info-communications sector, and the Russian Government considered that branch as high priority. Several forward-looking projects related to electronic control, HD Television, and GLONASS, just to name a few, had been developed.

Sergei Sobyanin underlined that despite the difficulties imposed by the financial crisis Sviaz-Expocomm’2009 was very popular, which proved that the info-communications industry had a great potential; it was creating a foundation for the development of the post-crisis economy, and of the information society as a whole.

Yevgeny Primakov, President of the Russian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said that Svyaz-Expocomm belonged to a special group of high-tech exhibitions which accumulated the latest projects and achievements in telecommunications, control systems, information technologies. These sectors formed the basis of the information society that continued to boom and involve more and more fields of human activity and art.
Speaking on proliferation of information technologies in Russia Yevgeny Primakov pointed out that the exhibition was showcasing crucial technologies creating a ‘launch pad’ for the development of the country in the 21st century
The building of the national telecommunications system was a very important task as such a system would strengthen the unity of the country and its national identity amid globalization. The development of the telecommunications industry was to ensure access to the global information resources for every Russian citizen.
Yevgeny Primakov expressed confidence that Svyaz-Expocomm’2009 would become very effective as it enjoyed special support from the Ministry of Telecommunications and Mass Communications and the Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Russian Federation. He underlined that cooperation between government authorities, trade, industry and exhibition community would enhance structural and innovative reforms in the Russian economy.
President of the Russian Chamber of Commerce and Industry was positive that Svyaz-Expocomm’2009 would become a platform not only for active communication between government officials, businessmen and industry professionals, but also it would become a stage to launch innovative products and develop new ideas.
In his speech Igor Shchegolev, Minister of Telecommunications and Mass Communications of the Russian Federation, pointed out that the Svyaz-Expocomm exhibition had become a tradition. It was the 21st time that the exhibition had brought together telecommunications companies at Expocentre Fairgrounds. Despite economic difficulties, the companies had opted for exhibiting to put on display their achievements, view projects of the competitors and get insight into how the industry would develop during the crisis period.
Igor Shchegolev stressed that ‘the exhibition is attended not only by handlers/managers and suppliers of the information, but also by its creators. And it is at the intersection of these activities that new ideas are to appear.’
The 21st Svyaz-Expocomm International Exhibition was run in the year celebrating 150th anniversary of Alexander Popov, a great Russian scholar. The exhibition opening ceremony closed with awards being given to the students of military schools and members of children’s organizations – the winners of A. S. Popov Physics Competition.
A briefing of deputy ministers of telecommunications - Alexander Zharov, Naum Mardera and Alexei Soldatov – devoted to Svyaz-Expocomm’2009 and an enlarged session of the communications ministry board was held at ITAR-TASS office the day before the exhibition. According to Alexander Zharov ‘this year the exhibition reflects a new structure of the ministry. It showcases new telecommunications and information technologies, as well as mass media technologies. We can state that the process of convergence in the communications related industries is on the way, and this exhibition reflects it and other global trends comprehensively.’
  

PRESIDENT OF RUSSIA VISITING THE EXHINITION

On the opening day, 12 May 2009 the exhibition was visited by Dmitry Medvedev, President of the Russian Federation.

He expressed his praise for the display of the exhibition and satisfaction with achievements of the domestic telecommunications industry. Having a tour around the exhibition Dmitry Medvedev viewed new products presented by Vympelcom, Russian Post and other companies; he spoke to the pupils and students who had taken part in the Computer Contest. President Medvedev also viewed an HD outside broadcast van and took part in a live link-up with regional TV studios of the Russian Television and Radio Broadcasting Company (VGTRK).
Dmitry Medvedev noted that ‘the speed with which visitors are moving around the exhibition depends on two factors: it is important and it is interesting. Svayaz-Expocomm’2009 is a unique case as it combines both factors: it is important and interesting.’
INFOCOMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES: 

NEW PROJECTS AND SERVICES

Svyaz-Expocomm’2009 enjoyed participation of Russia’s leading companies: OAO Rostelecom, OAO Svyazinvest, AFK Sistema, OAO Megafon and OAO Vympelcom. Among major international manufacturers were ADC KRONE, AGILENT, ALCATEL-LUCENT, CISCO, NORTEL, ROHDE & SCHWARZ, ZyXEL Communications Group and many others. The IT industry was represented by IBM, MICROSFT, DELL and ACER. Russian federal state-run companies such as VGTRK, RTRS (the Russian Television and Radio Broadcasting Network), MGRS (Moscow Radio Broadcasting Network), RFC (Radio Frequency Centre) and the Russian Post put on display very informative and well equipped stands. Great attention of specialists was attracted by stands of Velcom Trading, Gazprom Space Systems, Datatel, General DataComm, Integra-Kabel, MOKS Intersputnik, IskraTel Group, I.S.P.A.-SAT and IRDETO, TTK Company, KOMSTAR-OTS, Concern Sozvezdie, Corning, FGUP Kosmicheskaya Svyaz, QTECH, LONIIR, LONIIS, Lentelefonstroy, ZAO MKS, Mikran, MNITI, NATEKS, Optimalnye Kommunikatsii, Svyazstroy-1 VOKK, President-Neva, RK-Telecom, Samarskaya Optichekaya Kabelnaya Kompaniya, Sky Link, OOO T8, Citronics, T-Helper, Shtyl Group, Ekran-Telecom, NTTS Energiya, Envision Group and many others.
FGUP Russian Post put on display Internet projects aimed at enabling Russian citizens to pay utility charges and make money transfers via the Internet with the Cyber Post service.

Vympelcom (BeeLine Trade Mark) offered one more innovative technology for Russia that is DVB-H mobile TV.
Megafon Company unveiled new telephone models and some promising developments. Every model was protected against tapping.

CISCO Company, the global leader in network technology, demonstrated trunk technology applied to constructing backbone networks, as well as the latest products relating to video surveillance, wireless technology and personalized services.
YOTA Company, a Russian developer and provider of 4G (Mobile WiMAX – the latest wireless internet technology) mobile services, took part in the Svyaz-Expocomm exhibition for the first time. YOTA is the first Mobile WiMAX™ network (IEEE 802.16-2005) that provides 10 Mbit/sec access to the Internet and switches between stations without loss of connection. The network is already operating in Moscow and St. Petersburg.
New projects were presented by ADC KRONE, AGILENT TECHNOLOGIES, ALCATEL-LUCENT, DELL Corp., IRIDIUM SATELLITE LLC,OFS SVYAZSTROY-1 VOKK, IskraUralTel, SAGEM Communications, Energiya, Rohde & Schwarz, Analytic-TS (AnCom), General DataComm, SvyazStroyDetal, NTC PIK, STR and many other companies.
FEATURE AREAS

The ‘Safe Territory on the Internet’ collective display, dedicated to children’s protection issues and arranged within the Safer Internet Year in Russia, demonstrated the best social projects aiming to create safe Internet content, comfortable and secure Internet space for children, ethical and protected Internet environment for inexperienced users, Internet threat protection, as well as projects broadening availability of modern communication technologies to the disabled.
The exhibition featured the IT STUDENTS E-CUP Computer Contest among pupil and student teams from schools, colleges and universities of Moscow. The contest was run in various applied IT fields. The contest also integrated presentations, consultations and master classes. The contest served to involve your people in active living, encourage them to develop their computer skills, and master new software and advanced technologies.
In order to enhance development and promotion of the Russian communications and telecommunications science and education Expocentre organized the Centre of Science and Professional Education where such educational institutions as SibGUTi (Siberian State University of Telecommunications and Informatics) (Novosibirsk), MPEI TU (Moscow Power Engineering Institute (Technical University)), MTUCI (Moscow Technical University of Communications and Informatics), PGUTI (Povolzhskiy State University of Telecommunications and Informatics), VNIIKP (the Russian Research, Development and Engineering Institute of the Cable Industry), Rostov-on-Don State College of Communications and Informatics, Rostov-on-Don Efficiency Institute in IT & Telecommunications presented their stands.
PROGRAMME OF BUSINESS RELATED EVENTS

Svyaz-Expocomm’2009 featured a wide programme of business events.

The 1st International Congress ‘IT-Spring’2009’ - a joined project of the FORT ROSS marketing agency (Russia) and Expocentre – became a significant event for the Russian internet community. The congress demonstrated opportunities offered by the information technologies to streamline business and reduce expenses of the companies, which is of particular importance amid the financial crisis.
The Open Source remains one of the hot topics for the Russian IT community. The IT-Spring’2009 Congress incorporated the 5th Open Source Forum (Open Source Forum Russia’2009). The Forum emphasized the importance of the open source software, pointing out its distinguishing features and economical benefits of its application. The format of the event encouraged active communication between the participants. The panel discussion addressed the prospects of application of the open source technology in business and public sector. The Forum comprised a round table on the national software platform.
The key speakers at IT-Spring’2009 were:

Chris DeBon (Google), Vlad Gabriel (Microsoft), Sergei Ivanov (the State Duma Delegate, Deputy Director of the Information Society Department), Boris Slavin (representative of SoDIT (the Russian Union of Chief Information Officers)) and other prominent IT specialists.
Great attention of the exhibitors and visitors was attracted by the Presentation Forum. The organizers of the Forum provided the participants with an opportunity to stage presentations of their products, to show the latest developments and demonstrate new technologies to the audience of many thousands directly in the pavilion. Among the participants in the Forum were Keymile, Streamezzo, ZAO ElektroSetStroyProekt, PF ZAO Elvira, Viasat Inc., OOO Eltex in association with the Russian representative office of Freescale Semiconductor, Proxim Wireless and Andrew Wireless.
The Days of the Russian Internet, organized by the Coordination Centre of Domain RU, Internet Development Fund, ROCIT, RU-Center and MAIL.RU, became part of a large scale programme of the Safer Internet Year announced in Russia in 2009. The events on the programme addressed the following issues:
· Domain Space in Russia: Prospects of Development

· safety issues that affect children online

· safety online

The stand of the Coordination Centre of the National Domain RU hosted discussions of topical issues relating to domain space development in Russia. The round table debated the registration strategy for the second-level .ru domain names.
Two dedicated round tables covered the safety of the Internet. The ‘Children in the Information Society’ Round Table was timed to coincide with the World Information Society Day. The discussion of this acute issue, which is inseparably tied to the online safety, was attended by representatives of the Refresher and Retraining Academy for Educational Staff (APK and PRO), the Russian State Social University (RGSU), the Centre of Sociology of Education of the Russian Academy of Education, DPI Computers, Bibigosha Project, OOO Tvidi and other companies and institutions. The ‘Online Safety: Risks, Challenges and Ways to Coordinate Dedicated Activities’ Round Table covered safe development of the Internet and joint efforts of the Internet community to fight harmful content in the Russian Internet.
The enlarged session of the Board of the Ministry of Telecommunications and Mass Communications of the Russian Federation, held during the exhibition, discussed the prospects of development of HDTV in Russia. The International Conference on High Definition Television - ‘HDTV: the best response of Digital TV to the Crisis’ – became one of the focal events on the Svyaz-Expocomm’2009 programme. The conference had been organized by OOO NPK ERA with support from the RF Ministry of Telecommunications and Mass Communications, HD Union and with assistance of Expocentre. 
The conference highlighted practices of introducing HDTV in Russia and the results of HDTV operation in various networks, as well as unique interactive technologies uniting different media environments. The delegates spoke about the newest interactive services that make it possible to raise the popularity and profitability of TV channels and to offer new opportunities to the TV audience. The conference showcased new HDTV equipment and addressed topical issues relating to production and distribution of HD content, and discussed solutions proposed by TV studios, distributors and aggregators.
The Centre of Science and Professional Education featured the Telecommunications Engineering and Technology Workshop organized by Russia’s leading communications university – Moscow Technical University of Communications and Informatics. Leading specialists of the university discussed the most promising methods of generating digital TV signal, effective digital video surveillance systems, digital TV broadcasting equipment, and prospects of development of non-volatile audio data transmission devices etc.
The format of the Svyaz-Expocomm’2009 exhibition provided insight in to the global trends in telecommunications and information technology industries. The high-tech solutions showcased by the exhibition are fundamental for innovative development of the Russian economy.
The exhibition drew a lot of trade visitors, consumers of innovative engineering and technological products. The exhibition was attended by 27,000 trade visitors, including telecommunication specialists representing extracting industries, power industry, transport, emergency rescue service, geological survey, geodesy and cartography, construction industry, financial institutions and banks, heath care, education, mass media and tourist industry.
Next edition of the Svyaz-Expocomm International Exhibition will run at Expocentre Fairgrounds on 11-14 May 2010, and once again industry specialists will be provided with the latest information on the achievements in telecommunications, on the newest developments in control systems, information technologies, communication services and mass communications.
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